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Philadelphila
Commonwealth of Pennhaylwvanla
14 May 1955 3:00 P. M.

48th ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE
SOCIETY OF THE
DESCENDANTS OP THE SIGNERS OP THE DECLARATION OF INDEPFENDENCE, Incor-
porated GOVERNOR'S COUNCIL RCOM, INDEFENDENCE HALL

The meeting was called to order by the Presldent-General, Mr.Percy
Hamliton Goodsell, Jr.

The Soclaty prayer was read to solemnlze the openlng of the
sesalon. -

It wae moved, seconded and approved that the reading of the minutes
of the last meeting be dizpensed with, since they were malled to all.
members .

The Preeldent-General explalned that, due to the restoration work
now 1in progresa, we were not meeting 1n the Assembly Room where the
Declaration was signed. He alse told of his correspondence with the
superintendent of the Naticnal Independence Hall Hlstorlcal Park and
our regquest that future meetlngs of our Society should be held 1n the
Assembly Room. The dlrector of the restoration work deecrlbed the work
belng done, particularly in the Assembly Room.

The Presldent-General spoke of the antique show in White Plains,
N. Y., and the diaplay of an origlnal portralt of Willlam Paca exhlblted
by David Hollander of Riverdale, New York.

REPORT OF BOARD OP GOVERNORS

The Presldent-General gave a resume of actlvities durlng the past
year, '

REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT-GENERAL, DR, THOMAS McKEAN DOWNS

No report.
REFCRT DF HISTORIAN-GENERAL, Hl&ﬁ SALLIE SPOTIWCOD BEACH

No report.
SUMMARY OF REPORT OF REGISTRAR-GENERAL, MRS. J. HOWARD PATTERSON

Number of new members 5 lrLife;
Number of new Junlor members 10 1 Life
Number of pre-instatements

Reslignation wlthdrawn 1

Deaths iy

REPORT OF TREASURER-GENERAL, WILLIAM McKENDREE SCOTT

The Treasurer-General reported, as of Aprll 30 1 55,'3 balance on
hand of $i,793.59, {conaiating of caah $1,357.06, t EQQ U.S. Treasury




bonds, and 15 shares of American Telephone and Telegrath $2,436,53)
after disbursementa from May 1, 1954 to April 30, 1955 of $2,126.95.
Thia comparea with a balance of $4,649.79, April 30, 1954,

REPORT OF SCHOTARSHTP COMM,

Miaa Mildred Washington Lee reported our scholarshlp ztudent, Mr.
Taylor F. Turner, of Fredericksburg, Va., at the University of Virginia
hag written a very interesting and =satiafactory account of himaelfl,
expressing his appreciation of the assliatance glven him. The Board has
authorized the continuatlion of this aazilatance.

RESTORATION FROJECT NATIONAL TNDEPENDENCE HISTORICAT, PARK

Attentlion waa called by the FPresldent-eneral to the palnstaking
and reverent restoration project of the Natlonal Independence Historl-
gal Park, as evidenced by the work on the Assembly Room In Independence
Hall., He noted that the Federatlon of Women's Clubaz asubacribed over
$200, 000.00,

REPORTS CF STATE CGOVERNORS

New York Mrs, Axford and Mra. Goodsell reported that the New York

Soclety held 1ts Annual Meeting the end of March and elected
pfflcers, Twelwve new members were admltted. The meeting of the State
Soclety was held gt Ablgall Adams Houme, Headquartera of the Colonial
Dames of America 1n New York, and was well attended. Early in May the
New York Scclety held a Cocktall Receptlon for new members.

New Jeraey No report.

Fennaylvanla Mra, J. Howard Patterson reported a meeting waas held in

Fhilladelphla regarding the tour 1ln Cheater County on
Sundsy, May the 15th which Includes Chureh Servicea In the mornlng at
the Dllworthtown Presbyterlan Church, & teour of 8 sectlon of the Brandy-
wlne Battlefield, and Blrmingham Meetlng House, Lunch at the house of
Mr. and Mrs, John Niel Adams "Dunregan”, West Cheater, followed by =
vislt to Longwood Gardens,.

Virginla The President-General reported that the 1965 fall meeting
Wlll be held at Richmond, Virginla, October the 22nd,

North Carolina No report.

District of Columbla Ne report,

Georgla Mrs, wlilllam C¢lifton Caraon sent regrets.
REFORTS OF GOVERNORS AT ILARGE

Misas Mlldred W, Lee MNo report.

Miss Emlly ¢. Hopkinson No report.




NEW BUSINESS

Trumbull Painting of Signing of Declaration of Independence thpintfre of

e slgn-
ing of the Declaration of Independente a treasured old color-llithe en-
graving reproduction of the original by Trumbull hanging in the Capitol
1n Waehington, was presented to the Soclety by Mr. Willlam Cook Fitceh
of New York and & letter from Mr. Fitch was read by the Preaident-
General, Mr. Goodsell. A motion was made and approved 1natructing thé
Secretary-General to express to Mr, Flteh the appreciation of the
Soclety and an amendment to the motion provided that a’ sultable plate
with Mr., Fitch's name be affixed to the frame of the plcture. The
plcture 1a temporarlily In safe-keeping a2t the Pemmaylvania Historieal
society, and 1t is5 Intended to see that Mr. Fiteh's deslre to see it
hung in Independence Hall will be carried out.

Certificates of Membership Mra. J. Howard Patterson reported on the

co3t of 2 plate for a new certifliecate of
memberahlip and a motlon authorlzing Mrs. Patteraon to act In her dla-
eretion regarding the plate was approved.

g1ft to Powel House A motimn to donate $25.00 to the Powel House,
Philadeiphia, through the Philadelphiz Soclety for
the Preservation of Landmarks waa duly moved, seconded and so ordered.

Francis Hopklnagn Plate Mr. Thomas Graham reported that a2 search wae

being made for a plcture of the Francls Hop-
kinson piate remeved from hila grave 1n Chrlat Church Burlal Grounda by
vandala early In the spring and aiso the name of the manufacturer, In
order that the plate may be exactly duplicated 1 the fundas are avall-~
able to do so, It was moved Ly the Asslztant Sec¢retary-General Mr.
Axford that a letter be addressed to the Francis Hopkinaon Publle 3chool
expreaaing the appreclation of the Scelety for the genercus contrlbu-
tion made by the puplls towards the replacement of thia plague.

Hesolution on the Death of fGeneral March The fellowling resolutlon was

approved, havlng been pro-
posed by the Assistant Secretary-General, Mr. Axford. The Secretary-
General 1a Instructed to forward this resolutlon to Mrs, PeytonC .March,
the wldow of General March: Resolutlon inecluded in Appendix.,

NOMINATION COMMITTEE AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS The Nomlnating Commlttee

reported the nomlnations;
as recorded 1n the Appendix,Motlon was duly proposed and aeconded that
the nominatlions be c¢losed and the officers for 1255-1956 were unanimous-
iy elected.

The Nominating committee for 1056-1957 was appointed and approved,
to coneslst of the followlng:

Miss Cecells H. Slmmons, Swarthmore, Pa.

Miss Cornella Livingston Van Hensselaer Strong, New Brunawleck
Mra. Edward B. Walker, HRichmond

CONCIUDING BUSINESS

The Pregldent-General, Mr. Goodsell, expreased his thanks and
appreciation to the offlicers and members of the Society for thelr sup-
port and cooperation during the past year.
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The Secretary-General, Mr. Thomas draham, read the Declaration of
Independence and, on the calling of the names ¢of the Signersa, the fol-
lowing descendants arose:

1 John Hart -
2 Josiah Bartiett
1 John Witherspoon
1
i

George Read -
oliver Wolcott

Philip Idvingston
Richard Henry Lee
Benjamin Frankiin

William Paca
John Marton
Samuel Adama
Johin Penn
George Ross

1
gD N

Francls Hopklnaon
Willtam Floyd -
Willlam Ellery - 2

R
(AR Y

The name wag read of Charles Duane Williams, a descendant of
Renjamin Franklin, who died on the S. S. Titanic to mave the llves
of others,

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved and at #:2D
F.M,., May 14, 1955 the 48th Congress of the Descendants of the Signhers
of the Declaration of Independence adjourned,

Respectfully aubmitted,

%MMW

Thomaa Graham, Secrefary-General.



APPENDIX



Descendants of the Signera of the Declaration of Independence, Inc.

Report of the Treasurer-General

May 1, 195% to April 30,1955

Balance on hand May 1, 1954

Cash In City Bank, Washington, D.C, $ 1213.26
{of thia amount 365.34% in Bl-Cen.
Fund and 500.00 U.S, Bond)
U.5. Treasury Bond S500.00
U.3., Treasury Bond 00.00
15 Sharea A.T. & T. Stock 2436.53 1649.,79
Racelpts May 1, 1954 to Aprll 30, 1955
Intereat and Dividends 160 .00
Miacellaneoys 1.75
Duea and Enrollment Feesd 21059.00 2270.75
Total 6920.54
Digbursementa May 1, 1954 to Aprii 30, 1955
Printing 1142 .45
Of ficers' Expenses 129.48
General Expenses { Steel Cablnet ) 98 .98
Donatlons, including scholarship 350.00
Expenses Fhlladeiphla Congress 112 .65
Expenses Williamsburg Meeting 197 .40
Expenses New York Meeting Q5,59 2126.95
Bzlance on hand April 30, 1955 4793.59
Accounted for as follows:
Cash in City Bank 1357.C6
(O0f this amount 471.04
In Bl-Cen,.Fund and &00.00
U.S. Bond)
U.5. Treasury Bond 5O0.00
T.8, Treasury Bond 00,00
Seholarship Fund (15 shares A.T.&T.) $_ 2436.53 4793.5%

Gw BN Loz

Treasurer-General

I have examlned the sbove report, and find 1t correct to the

beat of my knowledge and belief.

\747/%/ y



Report of Dellinquent Membera

April 30, 1955

Current DUEB .veeess=-a b2
One Year Back .o.uwvenes T

Two Yeara Back vvevnnna 3

Wwilliam Thompaon Henry, Jr. #1047
Misa Lucy Shelton Moffet #1004

Mra . Robert Humphreys Welah #1050



Brgceudants of the Bigners of the
Berlaration of Jntrependence

INCORPFPORATED

In_geoordones  with  Article [¥W, Seclign 4 Lol b
Constiiulion, the Meminghiog Commites pas submidled  te
sha Board of Governors the following nomiaalions tor affica
For the l=rm 1985- | 954,

Presidant-Ge |
e Egr-;-.- I-T::il!un Ginodgall, le. ,
"Pmngcra,'’ Purchone Road, White Floins, ML Y.

Firgl Yice-Prasident-Ganmral
Themog McKean Downg, BB
“Groen Pooce,'’ Wi, Ficosant Racd, Bron Mowr, Pe.

Earend Yice Fresident-CGranergl
Miss Fronces snnye Wasler,
Wislar Sirgar, Germonlown, P

Cheplain Seneral . . e
The: Rowverend brancii Hepkingen Craighill, Jr.,
Bewtnm Parish Churech, Williarshuorg. Yoo

Heaarary Chaplaiis-Ceneral,
Yacanl

Ragistrar-General
wrs. ), Howard Fatlwetean,
B 308, Wast Chester, P,

Haonorary Histarian-Canorgl
Mis= Sallie Spotswond Beach,
2415 Corcling Avanua, Richmend 22, Ye,

Hiatorion-Gencral
i et alig L. Densmeze,
160 Shezter Fike, Ridley Park, Pa.

Tracsiurer-Grengral
illam Mckendres Scass,
A1 3 Srecet. MWL, Woshington 7B, C.

Acsistent Tracsurer-Genars|
Jobn P, Bucne, |
33 Grandvicw Gircle
Mundore Hreights, Wonhosiat, L. L., MY

Secratarg-Genargl
Thamas Srahem, . .
2117 Delencey Ploce, Philodelphia 3, Po.

Assistant Scermtary -Ganeral
Clinton furgess Asford,
“Americon Bonker,'' 32 Slana S1ent,
Mew York 4, MY

Emily . Hopkinton
M. Addizen Thomea
Edward B, Welker

Cheairmen

Mominating Committes



EESOLUTION

WHEFEAS the Giver of All Goed has called to kis eternal rest our
distinguished fellow citiszen eBnd esteemed fellow member,
General Payirn Comeay March

AND WHEREAS in his entire cereer Bs Brn nfficer of the United Stetes
Army, 2 loyel citizen of cur Ketion, and as & member, mlways
interested in the 2ims of our Society, Generel Merch exempli-

Faace with Honer, expressed so imperishaebly in the Declaration
nf Independence

AND WHEREAS his 1ife 1z en inspiretion to us teo cerry om cur own

livee in 1ike patriotic devotion of our Country, ite Strength

and ite Independence
NW THEREFORE BE IT FESOLVED that we, the Descendants of the Cigrers
of the Deelaration nf Independence, in Congress assembled at
Independence Hall, honor the memery of Jeneral March, and de offer

our consclation end sympathy to his tereaved family and friends,

YOTED this Fourdeenth Day of Mey, Nineteen Fifty Five,
Fercy Hamilten Gondeell, Jr., President Cenersl

George Lafayetie Wasghington, Secretary Gereral

Independence Hall
Philade lphie, Fennaylvanis
May 14, 1955



