THE ANNUAL CONGRESS OF
THE DESCENDANTS OF THE SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
July third (3rd), 1999
The board meeting held at the Omni Hotel in Philadelphia, Penn. with the following in attendance:

Philip Schuyler Pyne, President-General 9) Elizabeth Nelson Gottwald
F. Nelson Light, Second Vice-President 10) Nina Hill Hopkins

Mrs. Frederick E. Leadbetter, Registrar-General 11) Grace K. Staller

Richard H. Stromberg, Historian-General 12) Mai Duane Harper
William Ward IV, Treasurer-General 13)Richard H. Corson

Mrs. J. Bruce Hagan, Assistant Treasurer-General 14)Truxton E. Brodhead
John Dandridge Nelson, Secretary-General 15)Rosa McDowall Cowan
Mrs. William J. Kalbfleisch, Assistant Secretary-General 16)Lucie C. Minsk

The meeting was called to order by President Phil Pyne at 4:06 P.M. in room # 110 of the hotel.
He then led the assembled group in paying allegiance to the flag of our country. The prayer of the
society was presented by Barbara Kalbfleisch. Minutes of the immediate previous annual
congress held July 4, 1998 having been prepared by the inmediate past secretary general,
Elizabeth N. Gottwald was read for approval. These minutes were accepted and approved by the
vote of the board.

William Ward IV, our treasurer-general was called on to give the current treasurer’s report. The
report is attached hereto. Bill was pleased to report that our society is in good financial shape. He
reported receipt of a gift in the amount of $5,000.00 from Harriott Ely Jackson. The use would be
determined by Percy H. Goodsell, Jr.. Percy chose the scholarship fund as the recipient and that
is where it was placed. In summary, the following is available in the treasury of the society:

As of 30 April 1999,

Income from the general fund (dues,etc.) $20,107
Expenses of operations of the society 17,103
Fund assets: (projects representing 10% of income) 1,993
(yearbook representing 10% of income) 11,131
Reserve Fund 10,236
Scholarship for distribution remains at 11,000
Scholarship Fund- Market value $214,700
Life Dues Fund % ‘ 144,300
Sustaining Fund 3 % 8,736

Registrars Report: Ann Leadbetter read her activities report dated July 3, 1999.
In summary, there was an overall increase of senior members to 919 of which, five (5) transferred

from Jr. to Sr. status. There were a total of 152 Junior members. Total membership = 1.071.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Sandy Stromberg reported that there were 21 approved applicants for scholarships which is
somewhat less than last year. There were the usual ten (10) recipients of $1,100 each.

OLD BUSINESS: . ;
Sandy gave the results of his findings concerning the matter of our society developing a web-site

on the Intemet. Sandy was satisfied with the proposal submitted by Annapolis Intemet Inc. for
development of a web-site that would be consistent with our needs. (There were concemns during
our spring meeting at Wilmington about the need for a staff to handle inquiries about the D.S.D.I.
that would make the proposal as presented cost prohibitive.) Our needs in promoting our
organization on the Internet were defined and fine tuned as the discussion progressed. One
conclusion was that there would be a mailing address provided for those interested in information
about the society. Bill Ward again questioned the initial $3,000.00 setup cost, but he moved that
we set a limit of $1,500.00 as an annual expense. This motion was seconded by Barbara
Kalbfleisch and Sandy was instructed to proceed at his discretion.



The grave marker project (gravesite of each signer) report by Ann Leadbetter revealed

. - . . some
mterestmg results. Ann has investigated the style and cost of a simple marker. The die for the
DSDI _de;ugned faoe could be done for about $300.00. Her concemn was the additional cost for
each individual identification as being abo

: ut $260.00. She will give another report at a future
meeting.

Ruth Hagan suggested that the use of the old style of micro-filming documents be replaced with
the use of the new cd-rom method which is more readily usable.

Dic_;k Corson wants more emphasis placed on encouraging the support of our “sustaining fund”.
Thlst\yas established some years ago to help offset some of the increasing expense of our
meetings.

_Barbara reported on the signer plaque walk installed on Chesnutt Street located in the next block
Just west of Independence Hall.

These plaques were discovered and under the guidance of
Mayor Randell, they were strateg

ically placed in a line on the south side of Chesnutt Street which
almost completely filled the entire block. Some of the local

DSDI members were invited to attend
the ceremony of dedication. Each attendee was presented with an attractive name tag with a red,
white, and blue ribbon. She asked those responsible if our society could copy the design and be
used by our members at large.

There has been a suggestion that we discontinu

e the use of heredity membership applications.
Due to the convenience and practicality of form

s, we have decided to retain their use.

Sandy Stromberg suggested that we add some better identification to our present logo. This will
be reported on at a later date.

President Pyne concluded the meeting with a report on the general state of our organization.
Most of the goals and projects are in various states of progress and organization.

Barbara Kalbfleisch was called on to give a closing prayer.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 P.M.

Respectfully/submi

attegt: bR \\_/) C)¢VL//
ohn D. Nelson
Secretary-General




